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PRESIDENT, Audrey Brekel
Happy new year!

What a wonderful 15th Annual Meeting and Education Conference we had on September 16 and 17.  Kudos to Judy Boker and Renie Shovlin for their efforts in coordinating the venue (the Embassy Suites was fabulous!), booking great speakers, and making sure that we had a wonderful weekend!

You may have heard me say before and read in my various articles that all of our members should (and can!) dare to be a leader during the coming years.  I hope you keep that in the back of your mind.  Also, at the annual meeting I challenged all members to attend a state meeting and to bring along a member who hasn’t attended a state meeting before.  The Mile High Association of Legal Support Staff will be hosting the Second Board Meeting and the Executive Committee will be hosting the Third Board Meeting.  There will be no registration fee for the Third Board Meeting, so it will be a great time to come and see what the state is all about.  Details will be forthcoming for both meetings, but please plan to attend.  Even if the seminars aren’t exactly in your area of expertise, they are always interesting and informative – and I can assure you that you will have fun at the meetings!

My email and phone are always open, so feel free to contact me if you have suggestions, ideas, questions, or complaints (although we hope those will be few).

PRESIDENT-ELECT, Judy Boker 

This is my first attempt at a newsletter so I hope you will all be patient with me! 

Many times in the past, I’ve heard potential new members say, “I’m just not a joiner. I don’t want to get involved on committees or be an officer. I don’t have the time”, yada, yada. Our association is in the market for new members all the time. We need new blood to surge some new life into what I believe to be such a viable part of our legal career. Please help us spread the word about our association. Invite those new to your office to a local or state meeting. Refresh an invitation to someone you may have asked before. Sometimes we have to be persistent! Please give serious consideration to the future of CALSS.

Again, if you have any questions, concerns or ideas or information you’d like to share, please contact me or any of the other officers. We’re here for the good of the association!
GUIDELINES CHAIRMAN, Peg Bell
I hope you have all had a chance to review the updated guidelines.  Nothing major should occur this year in having to do such a dramatic update but I would appreciate it if you would look over your files and if you do have something you think should be changed or added, please let me know.  It will be so much easier to make yearly updates than try and to a complete overhaul again.

WAYS AND MEANS, Ginny Schermerhorn
Check out the CALSS website for the following logo items on sale in the CAL$$ Store: pens, coffee warmers, water bottles, and business attachés.  Let me know if you would like to order any of these items prior to the next CALSS meeting.

If you want logo items to wear to any CALSS meeting or any other occasion, check out The Queensboro Shirt Company website at http://www.queensboro.com/s/calss.  They have great weekly sales so check back often.  The link is also available on the CALSS website.  Since Queensboro Shirt Company has a minimum order requirement, please contact me with your request and I will coordinate putting together other orders to meet the requirement.
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SCHOLARSHIP, Joyce Beach, PLS
For those of you were unable to attend the annual meeting you missed out on a really “happening” weekend.  I am going to briefly highlight a few of the “happenings” pertaining to the scholarship committee.  
Rocio Ramos was chosen as the recipient of the CALSS 2010-2011 Gwendolyn S. Duran Memorial Scholarship award.  Rocio is from Monte Vista and a recent graduate of Monte Vista High School.  During high school, Rocio was an active participant in marching band/concert band, Key Club, Peer Mediation, Student Council, Spanish Club, National Honor Society, Girls Golf, class officer for 3 years and worked an after-school job at Sonic Drive-Inn, all the while maintaining a 4.0 GPA.  She will be enrolled in the pre-law program at Regis University - Denver this fall with plans to continue on to law school.  
The iGive.com/CALSS project was officially launched.  This program gives the CALSS Scholarship Fund a percentage of any online shopping that is done through a participating merchant.  iGive has also extended its bonus program and will give CALSS $5 for every new supporter that signs up.  Our cause currently has 29 supporters and  has earned $99.24.  If you have not already done so, please sign up TODAY and let your holiday shopping earn money for the scholarship fund with no cost to you.  
Annual meeting co-chairs, Judy Boker and Renie Shovlin presented a $500 check to the scholarship fund on behalf of the Annual Meeting committee.  The 4-item raffle that was held at the Annual Meeting generated $200; outgoing President Mark Donovan requested that donations be made to the scholarship fund in lieu of a president’s gift – resulting in another $195; and $155 was received from additional donations designated to scholarship fund on membership renewals.  WOW, what a “happening” time it was for the CALSS scholarship fund.  None of the above would have been possible without all of our members’ generosity, hard work and commitment to CALSS.   You are all awesome, thank you!  

DE NOVO, Rhi Long

I am working on the DeNovo and hope to have it out the second week of November. I have been in communication with both Darlene and Janet and both will continue to contribute articles. I have also made a new connection with Deb Koloras, a social media coach, who is also going to be a contributor. I’m excited with how things are going!

MEET RENIE SHOVLIN
Renie is a member of Larimer-Weld ALSS.
How long a CALSS member:  Since 1981.

How long in the legal profession: 30+ years and currently works for the City Attorney’s Office in Greeley.

My family consists of: Sons, Michael and C.J., Daughters-in Law Trish and Sheri, Grand-daughter, Katelyn, Grandsons Cameron, Austin Cody and Bode. Oh, and Coffee the cat!
In my spare time I like to: Travel and do remodeling.

My favorite place on the planet is:  A warm, blue, Caribbean beach. 
My favorite music/song is: Anything but Rap. 

My favorite TV show is: Don’t watch TV.

My favorite movie is: The Blind Side.
My favorite actress is: Sandra Bullock.

My favorite actor is:  Kevin Costner. 
My favorite author is:  John Grisham. 

The last great book I read is:  “Decision Points” by George W. Bush.
It drives me crazy when:  People don’t take pride in their work.

Only my very best friends know that:  Only my very best friends know and they aren’t telling!
I’d also like to share:  That I think the world is beautiful but I can’t drink tequila! 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY to Our
October and November Birthdays
	
	

	Deborah Bishop
Shelley McKinstry

Janet Price

Marne Tutt
	October 1
October 1

October 6

October 11

	Judy Boker
	October 15

	Julie Kulbe Cook

Kay Sorg
	October 22

October 24

	Mark Donovan 

Ann Salek

Geraldine Harwig

Ginny Lee
	October 31

October 28

November 6

November 10

	Peg Bell
	November 13

	Marlyn Salley

Cathy Vlasak 

Lisa Ritter

Rhiannon Long

Mary Ashworth

TAG, Jan Knoll, PLS


	November 21

November 21

November 27

November 27

November 30



	Hello from TAG (The Advisory Group) with a big thank you to Judy and Renie and everyone else who helped plan the “Denim & Diamonds” celebration for the 15th Annual Meeting and Educational Conference in September.  TAG is thankful for being a part of CALSS, and we want to wish everyone a Happy Thanksgiving.   Call any one of us if you need us.  .
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LARIMER-WELD, Joyce Beach, PLS 

Our very own Cathy Vlasak was awarded the 2010-11 CALSS Outstanding Member award at the annual meeting in September.  Congratulations Cathy, we are so proud of you!  

Officers elected for the fiscal year are:  President, Sherry McWethy; Vice President, Cathy Vlasak, PLS; Secretary, Kate Miller, PLS; Treasurer, Lisa Ritter, PLS; and CALSS Representative, Joyce Beach, PLS.  Our membership roster at the beginning of the fiscal year reflected 18 members and two more members, Cheryl Jiles and Karen Myers, joined at our October meeting.  

At our planning meeting, President Sherry expressed that her main goals for the year were to provide legal education at each of our monthly meetings and to increase membership.  We are striving to meet these goals and are pleased to report that 17 persons, several of whom were attorneys, attended our October meeting to hear Peter Bullard, Esq. speak to us regarding “Basic Estate Planning:  Wills, Trusts and Your Property,” along with highlights of Colorado statutory changes in Trust and Estate Law.  

We are busy planning future events and eagerly look forward to seeing all of our CALSS friends at the Winter Board Meeting.  We welcome you to join us at any of our chapter meetings/events throughout the year.  
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CALSS Leadership


2011-2012


Officers (Executive Committee):�
�
	President:  �
Audrey Brekel�
(303) 417-8502�
� HYPERLINK "mailto:Audrey.brekel@hro.com" �Audrey.brekel@hro.com��
�
	President-elect:  �
Judy M. Boker�
(970) 356-1115�
jboker@wcrosierlaw.com�
�
	Vice-President:  �
Cathy Vlasak�
(970) 498-7450�
� HYPERLINK "mailto:cvlasak@larimer.org" �cvlasak@larimer.org��
�
	Secretary:�
Sherill Mullins�
(303) 221-2443�
� HYPERLINK "mailto:sljasper@yahoo.com" �sljasper@yahoo.com��
�
	Treasurer:�
Lisa Ritter�
(970) 482-9770�
� HYPERLINK "mailto:lritter@ftccolaw.com" �lritter@ftccolaw.com��
�
	Parliamentarian:�
Pauli Ingwersen�
(719) 475-6487�
�HYPERLINK "mailto:asalek@klmtaxlaw.com"�pingwersen@hollandhart.com��
�



CALSS Committee Chairs


2011-2012


Annual Meeting�
Peg Bell and Pauli Ingwersen, Members-at-Large


�
�
Audit�
Teresa Chamberlain, Jan Knoll Larimer-Weld Association of Legal Support Staff and


Karen Smith, Member-at-Large�
�
Bulletin�
Rhi Long, Member- at- Large�
�
Continuing Legal Education�
Sherry McWethy and Jodi Morse


Larimer-Weld Association of Legal Support Staff�
�
Credentials�
Pat Thompson, Member-at-Large�
�
Guidelines�
Peg Bell, Member-at-Large�
�
History Book�
Ginny Lee, Mile High Association of Legal Support Staff�
�
Marketing/Professional Association Liaison�
Mark Donovan, Mile High Association of Legal Support Staff�
�
Membership�
Shelley McKinstry, Mile High Association of Legal Support Staff�
�
Nominations�
Karen Smith, Member-at-Large and


Teresa Stenwall and Timothy Curtis, Mile High Association of Legal Support Staff�
�
Outstanding Member�
Pat Thompson, Member-at-Large�
�
Pro Bono�
Janet Price, Mike High Association of Legal Support Staff�
�
Professional Certification� �
Vacant�
�
Scholarship�
Joyce Beach, Larimer-Weld Association of Legal Support Staff�
�
Ways & Means�
Ginny Schermerhorn, Mile High Association of Legal Support Staff�
�
Website�
Carol Donahue,  Mile High Association of Legal Support Staff�
�









